
SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Headquarters Office,
Personnel Department
Secunderabad.

No. P[R]/249/TV Dt: 21.09.2021

ALLCONCERNED

Sub: Reimbursement of Children Education Allowance & Hostel Subsidy
Reg

***

Some of the Divisions have sought clarification on reimbursement of

Children Education Allowance and Hostel Subsidy during the COVID-19 pandemic

period. In this connection, please find enclosed the instructions issued in Master

Circular No.17 under Railway Board's letter No. E(W) 2019/ED-2/1 dated

22.08.2019 on Children Education Allowance & Hostel Subsidy and Railway

Board's letter No. E(W) 2017/ED-2/3 dated 12.08.2021 [RBE No. 49/2021] along

with DOPTs clarification dated 01.07.2021 on Children Education Allowance

during COVID-19 epidemic Lockdown period for strict compliance.

This issues with the approval of PCPO.

Encl: As above.

(D.Malathi)
SPO/Gaz.

for Principal Chief Personnel Officer
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MCNo.17
(Revised)

Government of lndia
Ministry ofRaiways

CENSRAL AMANAGER'S OFFICENo. EW12019/E0-2/1
New Delhi, dated: 208.201926 AUG 2019

The General ManageriP),
Alt indian Railways &
Production Units l Td/Southprn Radwy

Sub: Master Circular on Children Education Alfowance & Hostel Subsidy

Reference Board's letter No. E(W)2000/ED1/ Master Circular/l7 dated 25.06.2001vide which MC No.i7 on 'Assistance to Railway employees for education oftheir childrenwas issuei conlaining the salient feztures and subsequent instructions on the subject issuedby tie Boerd îrem time to time.

2. Pursuant to the recommendations of the Seventh Central Pay Comnmission, theMinistry of Personne!. Public Grievances & Pensions, Department of Personmel & TrainingDoPT) vide their OM No. A-27012/02/2017-Esz.{AL) dated 16/17.07.2018 issuedconsolicated icstructions in supersession of all earlier instructions on the subject of ChildrenEducation Allowance (CEA) and Hoste! Subsidy to the Govermment Servants.instructiocs have since been adopted tuta?is muiandis for Railway servants vide Board'sketer No EW)2017/ED-2/3 dated 13.08.2018 (RBE No. !14/2018).

These

7herefore. it has now been decided to issue a Master Cireular on this subject forintormation and guidar.ce of ail coneerned. These instructions have already come into effectfro 01.07.2017.

a) The reimbursement cf CEA/Hostel subsidy ca be claimed only for the two eldestsuniving chikdren with the exception that in case the second child birth results inrwinsimuitiple birth. In case of failure of sterilizetioa operstion, the CEA/HostelSubsidy ould be aimissible in respect of children bom out of the first instance of suchfailure beyond the usuai two children nom.
The ament for reimbursement of CEA will be R 2,250- per month (fixed) per child.

b)
This amouni of { 2,250:- is fixed irespective of the actual expenses incurred by theGov Servant. In order to claim reimburserment of CEA. he Govt. servant shauldproduce a certificate issued by the Head of he Institution for the period/year for whichclaim has been preterred. The certificate should confirm that the child studicd in theschool during the previous academic year. In case such certificate can not be obtained,self-attested copy of the report card or self attested fee receip{s){including e-receipt(s)}

cocfiming/indicating that the fee deposited for the entire academic year can beproduced as a supporüng docurnent to claim CEA. The period'year means academic
year i.e. twelve merths of complete acacemic session.

The amouni of ceiling of hoste! subsidy is 6,750- pm. n order to claim
c)

reimbursement of Hastel Subsidy far an academic year, a similar certificate from the
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Head of lnstitution confirming that the child studied in the school will suffice, with

additional requirement that the certificate should mention the amount of expenditure
incured by the Government servant towards lodging and boarding in the residential
complex. In case such certificate cannot be obtained, self- attested copy of the report
card and original fce receipt(s)/e-receipt(s) which should indicate the amount of
cxpenditure incurred by the Govermment scrvant towards lodging and boarding in the

residential complex can be produced for claiming Hostel Subsidy. The expenditure on

boarding and lodging or the ceiling of 76,750/- as mentioned above, whichever is lower,
shall be paid to the employee as Hostel Subsidy. The period/year will mean the same as

explained above in clause (b) of this para.

d) The reimbursement of CEA for Divyaang children of Railway servants shall be payable

at double the normal rates of CEA prescribed above in clause (6) i.e. 4,500/- per

month (fixed).

e) The above rates/cciling would be automatically raised by 25% cvery time the Dearness

Allowance on the revised pay structure goes up by 50%.

The Hostel Subsidy and CEA can be claimed concurrently.

In case both the spouses are Government servants, only one of them can avail

reimbursement under CEA and Hostel Subsidy.

The reimbursement of CEA and Hostel Subsidy will be done just once in a financialh)
year after completion of the financial year.

i) Hostel subsidy is applicable only in respect of the child studying in a residential

educational institution located at least 50 kilometers from the residence of the

Government servant.

The reimbursement of CEA and Hostel Subsidy shall have no nexus with the

performance of the child in his/her class. In other words, even if a child fails in a

particular class, the reimburscment of CEA/Hostcl Subsidy shall not be stopped.

However, if the child is admitted in the same class in another school, although the child

has passed out of the same class in previous school or in the mid-session, CEA shall not

be reimbursable.

If a Government servant dies while in service, the CEA or hostel subsidy shall be
k)

admissible in respect of his/her children subject to observance of other conditions for its

grant provided the wife/husband of the deceased is not employed in service of the

Central Govt., State Government, Autonomous body, PSU, Semi Govermment

Organization such as Municipality, Port Trust Authority or any other organization

partly or fully funded by the Central Govt./State Governments. In such cases the

CEA/Hostel Subsidy shall be payable to the children till such time the employee would

have actually received the same, subject to the condition that other terms and conditions

are fulfilled. The payment shall be made by the office in which the Government servant

was working prior to his death and will be regulated by the other conditions, laid down

in this OM.

In case of retirement, discharge, dismissal or removal from service, CEA/Hostel
1)

Subsidy shall be admissible till the end of the academic year in which the Government

servant ceases to be in service due to retirement, discharge, dismissal or removal from

service in the course of an academic year. The payment shall be made by the office in

which the government servant worked prior to these events and will be regulated by the

other conditions laid down in this OM.
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The upper age limit for Divyaang children has been set al 22 years. In the case of otherchildren the age limit will be 20 ycars or till the time of passing 12" class whichever iscarlier. There shall be no minimum age.

m)

Reimbursement of CEA and Hostel Subsidy shall be applicable for children from classnursery to twelfth, including classes eleventh and twelfth hcld by Junior Colleges orschools affiliated to Universities or Boards of Education.

n)

CEA is allowed in case of children studying through "Corespondence or DistanceLearning" subject to other conditions laid down herein.

o)

The CEA and Hostel Subsidy is admissible in respect of children studying from twoclasses before class one to 12h standard and also for the initial two years of adiploma/certificate course from Polytechnic/1TI/Engineering College, if the childpursues the course after passing 10 standard and the Government servant has not beengranted CEA/Hostel Subsidy in respect of the child for studies in 11" and !2standards.

P)

q) In respect of schools/institutions at nursery, primary and middle level not affiliated to
any Board of education, the reimbursement under the Scheme may be allowed for thechildren studying in a recognized school/institution. Recognized school/institution inthis regard means a Government school or any education institution whether in receiptof Govt. Aid or not, recognized by the Central or State Govemment or Union TemitoryAdministration or by University or a recognized educational authority havingjurisdiction over the area where the institution/school is situated.
In case of a Divyaang child studying in an institution i.c. aided or approved by theCentral/State Govt. or UT Administration or whose fees are approved by any of theseauthorities, the Children Education Allowance paid by the Govt. servant shall bereimbursed irrespective of whether the institution is 'recognized or not. In such casesthe benefits will be admissible till the child attains the age of 22 years.

s) The CEA is payable for the children of all Central Government employees includingcitizens of Nepal and Bhutan, who are employees of Government of India, and whosechildren are studying in the native place. However, a certificate may be obtained fromthe concerned Indian Mission that the school is recognized by the educational authorityhaving jurisdiction over the area where the institution is situated
The CEA or hostel subsidy shall be admissible to a Govt. servant while he/she is onduty or is under suspension or is on leave (including extra ordinary leave). Provided thatduring any period which is treated as 'dies non the Govt. servant shall not be eligiblefor the CEA/Hostel subsidy for that period.

(Authority: DoPT's OM No. A-27012/02/2017-Estt.(AL)
dated 16/17.07.2018)

Cp. v.Rao)
Director, Estt (Welfare)

Railway Board
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( RBE No.49/2021
PC-VII No.172

HNT HRFTR Government of India

T HTCTY Minisuy of Ruilways

ad as (Railway Board)

No. E(W)2017/ED-2/3 New Delhi, dated: 19.08.2021

The General Manager(P)
All Indian Railways and
Production Units.

Ppo

Sub: Clarifications on Children Education Allowance(CEA) during Covid-19
epidemic Lockdown period.

Please refer to Railway Board's leter of even number dated 13.08.2018 circulating
therewiti consolidated instructions om the subject of Children Education Allowance (CEA) &
Hostel Sul»sidy to Government Servants.

No Ministry ofPersonne, Public Grievances and Pensions (Department of Personnel &
Training) vide their OM No.A-27012/02/2017-EstAL) dated 01.07.2021 have issued a
claritication on Children Education Allowance during COVID-19 epidemic Lockdown period
(copy enclosed). The same is circulated herewith for guidance of all concerned. These
instructios shall apply mutatis-mutandis to Railway employees.

2.

Please acknowledge receipt.

DA: As anove

(Ashutosh Garg)
Dy.Director Estt.(Welfare)lI

Railway Board

No.E(W)2017/ED-2/3 New Delhi, dated: 12, 08.2021

Copy to

The Deputy Comptroller and Auditor General of India (Railways), Room No.224, Rail Bhavan,
New Delhi

z4. taa/S.C. Railway

RAILWAY BOARD DAK
for Member(Finance)/Railway's Board

Rris 1 6 AUG

Date

Ofmce of the General Manager
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933026/2021/0/o DDE(W)II

No.A-27012/02/2017-Estt.(AlL)
Government of India

Ministry of Personnel, Public CGricvances and Pensions
Department of Personnel & Training

Block-IV, Old JNU Campus, New Delhi.
Dated: 1a July, 2021

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Clarifications on Children Education Allowance (CEA) during
COVID-19 epidemic Lockdown period.

This Department has been receiving several references/queries from
Central Government employees stating that in the prevailing pandemic
situation, result/ report cards were not sent to the parents by the School
through SMS/cmail, and fee is also being deposited online, and the parentsare having difficulty in claiming CEA.

2. The matter has been considered and it has been decided that inrelaxation of para 2(b) of this Department's OM No.A-27012/02/2017-Estt.(AL) dated 17th July, 2018, the CEA claims may also be consideredthrough a self-certifcation made from the concerned employees or throughprintout of e-mail/SMS of result/report card/fee payment, in addition to theprescribed modes of claims only for the academic years ending March, 2020and March, 2021.

Cases already settled in favour of the Central Govermment servant
need not be reopened.
3.

Hindi version will follow.

(Sunil Kumar)
Under Secretary to the Government of India

Tel:26164316

To

1. Ministries/Departments of the Government of India.
2. NIC with a request to upload the OM on the website of DoPT.
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